
Felipe’s Corner 

Check Your Politics at the Border 

 

Passport…check! 

Bags…check! 

Politics…well…. 

Now I’m not saying you can’t have opinions. But it surprises me the number of folks that get so 

wrapped up in the politics up north while living here on the beautiful shores of Lake Chapala. 

Here at Fenix you won’t find us talking politics. We are not in the business of gathering votes. 

Although, we recognize the importance of staying informed of your political beliefs, we want to 

focus on Mexico and you.  Seriously, look outside, is it worth spoiling the 2nd best climate in the 

world (according to National Geographic) worrying about who’s doing what up north? 

 

My past 20 years Lakeside has been a glorious ride! And I’ve learned a few things along the way. 

That’s what Felipe’s Corner is all about. A place not just for real estate, but a place to share and 

learn what it really means to live here at Lake Chapala. Because when you think about it, that is 

really what we are all looking for - a place to call home. For most real estate companies though, 

that stops after you find the house. We aren’t just in the business of matching you to the right 

house. We are in the business of helping you find that perfect lifestyle you always dreamed of! 

But a home is so much more than a house. And that’s why we want to get to know your ‘Why’? 

Why come to Mexico? Why now? What are you looking to find here? 

I’m amazed by the number of couples that come here after having led separate lives for pretty 

much their whole relationship. Whether due to job stresses, health issues, raising kids, trying to 

keep up with the Jones’, life became just one big blur. At night there’s barely enough time for 

dinner, a little TV, then off to bed…wash, rinse, repeat! 

But when they get down here, those stresses just fade away. I can’t tell you how many folks I 

see come here having led separate lives that become a couple again! I truly believe that 

everyone is starting over when they come to Mexico. The beautiful thing is that you can re-

invent yourself here. Take Spanish classes! Learn to paint! Want to write that novel, here’s your 

chance. Acting, got you covered! And what’s great is that you are surrounded by folks that are 

all doing the same thing. 

Besides leaving politics at the border, you might want to check your logic there too. And pick up 

a pound of patience. Because no matter how much it may feel like north of the border at times, 

make no mistake, this is Mexico! Things aren’t going to work the same here as you might expect 



up North. Mexicans see the world differently. Especially when it comes to time! If you haven’t 

already, you’ll soon learn that ten in the morning doesn’t always mean ten in the morning. 

Sometimes it’s noon. Sometimes later that afternoon. Maybe even tomorrow. 

It’s even in the way we drive. For us northerners, it’s about following the rules of the road. But 

to our care free Mexican friend, it’s about getting from here to there as quickly as possible, oh 

yeah, and hopefully not having an accident along the way. If you can drive here, kudos, you can 

drive anywhere. Where else do you have cobblestones, tight parking, one lane roads that are 

really two lanes, impaired drivers, locals just learning to drive for the first time, donkeys, dogs, 

soccer balls, non-existent traffic lights, vendors and topes (speed bumps). 

I came to Mexico looking for many of the same things you are…great weather, affordable 

housing, inexpensive healthcare, year-round living…but what I wasn’t expecting was how 

friendly and welcoming the Mexican people would be. So, get to know your Mexican neighbors. 

Embrace their culture. Learn how to live without always being in a hurry. Take time to enjoy life. 

Hell, take a Mexican name. Learn a little Spanish. You’ll be surprised how much more enjoyable 

living here can be when you see the differences for what they truly are, just differences! 

You may have heard folks say that people come to Ajijic to grow old, but instead learn how to 

live and be young again! That’s the Mexican way, celebrate life! Live each day! You know... here 

there seems to be a festival almost every other week as you go around the lake. And the great 

thing is, you can join them! 

At Fenix, that’s our theme…come here and enjoy life. Learn to lighten up. Of course, we will find 

you that perfect house, help with your budget, cover all the details…But our agents are so much 

more than that! We’ll teach and share what it is like to really live here. I’m not talking just 

surviving, but really thriving! Because if we don’t, you won’t stay. And that would be a shame 

because this is truly a wonderful place to live! And we would hate to see you go. 

I look forward to sharing more with you in the coming weeks and months, be sure to check in 

regularly. Or even better, get on our email list and stay up to date on all the happenings at 

Lakeside. 

And feel free to stop in, we’re just a few doors from Superlake Groceries in San Antonio. And we 

don’t even need to talk real estate. Let’s go grab a cup of coffee. I would love to hear your story 

and happy to share mine. 

Alright, hasta la proxima (until next time), 

Cheers, 

Flip 


